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first-rate genius, and where to find that genius does not
appear at present." And to another: " I find myself
very much disposed to withdraw myself from all public
concerns whatever. My own happiness and that of my
family is the only object I have in view, and that can
only be obtained by retirement from the bustle and
noise of a busy, debauched, and half-ruined nation."
In April 1769 Mr. Sulivaii and his friends, who were
strongly supported by Government, were brought into
the Direction, and an important change of system
followed. Mr. Vansittart, who had openly quarrelled
with Olive and attached himself to Mr. Sulivaii's party
at the India House, was anxious to return to India as
Governor-General. The appointment was opposed by
Olive's friends, and as neither party was strong enough
to carry its point, a compromise was effected, under
which Mr. Vansittart, Colonel Forde, and Mr. Scrafton
were sent out as supervisors to reorganise the Govern-
ment of India. These gentlemen were lost at sea in the
ill-fated Aurora,^ and, when their loss was known in
England, Olive recommended that Warren Hastings,
then a member of Council at Madras, should be
appointed Governor of Bengal. The letter in which
lie congratulated the new governor is characteristic.
After describing a plan for appointing several eminent
men to the Council of Bengal, he says:
The situation, of affairs requires that you should be very
circumspect and active. ... Be impartial and just to the
public, regardless of the interest of individuals, where the
honour of the nation and the real advantage of the Company
are at stake, and resolute in carrying into execution your
determination, which I hope will at all times be rather
founded upon your own opinion than that of others. With